


Meaning of the Advent Wreath - “Advent” means Coming 

            For centuries the Christian Church has made use of the 
Advent wreath during the four weeks of Advent leading up to 
Christmas Eve. The Advent wreath as a whole reminds us of 
the immortality of our souls and God’s promise of everlasting 
life to us through Christ. 
            During each Sunday of Advent, one candle is lit as it 
draws our attention to theme of that Advent week. The four 
candles represent the four weeks of Advent, each with their 
own significance. 

1st Sunday in Advent – “The Watch Candle” (Blue) 
 The Christ Child who first came in humility at Christmas will one day come again 
 in glory at the end of the age. And so we watch for the coming of that day. 

2nd Sunday in Advent – “The Prepare Candle” (Blue) 
           Just as John the Baptist came preaching a message of repentance, so also we 
 prepare our hearts with repentance for the birth of our Savior. 

 3rd Sunday in Advent – “The Proclaim Candle” (Pink) 
           Just as the angels proclaimed the news of Christ’s birth on that first Christmas Eve, 
 so also we continue to proclaim the salvation of Christ to the ends of the earth. 

 4th Sunday in Advent – “The Behold Candle” (Blue) 
           Just as the Virgin Mary beheld the face of the Christ Child, so also we gaze into 
 the manger to behold the face of the Christ Child’s forgiveness, grace, and love. 

  Christmas Eve – “The Christ Child Candle” (White) 
           The final candle lit on Christmas Eve, as we rejoice in the night our Savior is born. 
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Call to Worship 
Opening Hymn, CW #320  vs 1-2                                Joy To The World  

Advent  Confession and Absolution 

M: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our great joy to once again hear 
the glorious message of the angels, “For unto you is born this day, in the city of David, a 
Savior who is Christ the Lord.” 
  
          But first, let us set our hearts and minds on our repentance before God, and confess 
our sins for which the Christ Child was born to be our Savior. 
  
C: Dear Lord Jesus, it was because of your great mercy and love for us, that you 
 were born this Christmas season. 
 It is our innate sinfulness that demanded your perfect birth. 
 It is our daily failures that demanded your perfect life. 
 It is our deserved damnation that demanded your perfect death. 
 In the humbleness of your birth, you became our sacrifice for sin. May we   
 gaze upon the manger this Christmas season to see the face of our only Savior 
 and Savior of all. 
  
M: On that first Christmas Eve the angels proclaimed, “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” Indeed this day, the Lord’s favor 
rests upon you. For the Christ Child born to die, has now become our risen and          
ever-living Lord through his resurrection from the dead. Death is defeated and you are 
forgiven. In the name of the Father, and of the Son (+), and of the Holy Spirit. 

Hymn, CW #320  vs 3-4                                                       Joy To The World 
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Prayer  

Let us pray. 
  
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins, and make us 
ready for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve you 
always; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

The Word of God 

First Reading: Isaiah 42:1-7 
 A Savior, the Old Testament prophets proclaimed, who would bring salvation to 
all the nations of the earth, showing mercy and compassion to all who look to him in 
faith. 

  

1“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my 
Spirit on him, and he will bring justice to the nations. 2He will not shout or cry out, or 
raise his voice in the streets. 3A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he 
will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 4he will not falter or be 
discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his teaching the islands will put their 
hope.” 

5This is what God the Lord says— the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out, 
who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it, who gives breath to its people, and 
life to those who walk on it: 6“I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness; I will take 
hold of your hand. I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and 
a light for the Gentiles, 7to open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to 
release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. 
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Hymn, CW #358 vs 1-3                      Of The Father’s Love Begotten   

Children's Devotion 

At this time, we invite all our young people to come forward to hear a special message 
prepared just for them. 

Reading  John 1:1-5, 10-14 

 A Savior, the New Testament apostles proclaimed, who would show the wonders of 
God’s saving power on earth, as the Eternal God took on human flesh and blood. 

 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning. 3Through him all things were 
made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4In him was life, and 
that life was the light of all mankind. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 

 10He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the 
world did not recognize him. 11He came to that which was his own, but his own did 
not receive him. 12Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13children born not of natural 
descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

 14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have 
seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 

Hymn, CW #358 vs 4-5           Of The Father’s Love Begotten   
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Reading Hebrews 2:14-3:1 

A Savior, the Christian Church proclaims today, who through his taking on of 
humanity would, by his death and resurrection, destroy death and deliver his people from 
sin.

 14Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that 
by his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the 
devil— 15and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 
16For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17For this reason he had 
to be made like them, fully human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful 
and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins 
of the people. 18Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help 
those who are being tempted. 
 1Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your 
thoughts on Jesus, whom we acknowledge as our apostle and high priest. 

Hymn,  CW #331 vs 1-5, 15           From Heaven Above to Earth I Come  

      

Sermon  Luke 2:6, 7 

 6While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7and she 
gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a 
manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 

“The Greatest Gift” 
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Hymn, CW #346          Angels We Have Heard on High 

Confession of the 2nd Article and its Meaning 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father 
Almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

What does this mean? 
 I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, 
and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a 
lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and 
from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood 
and with His innocent suffering and death. 
 All this he did that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and 
serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is 
risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. 
This is most certainly true. 

  
Offering 

Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Luke 12:34) The members of 
Northdale Lutheran joyfully give our offerings to the LORD in response to the many ways he has 
blessed us. Online giving is now set up and available through our membership software entitled 
Breeze. You can give through Breeze two ways: 1) You can give by texting “Give” to (813) 
652-0408. 2). You can go to https://northdale.breezechms.com/give/online. 
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Prayer of the Church 

Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
  

Final Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with his favor and give you peace. 
Amen. 

Hymn, CW #361        Go Tell It on the Mountain 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 
Tonight 7:00pm
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