


Welcome to Northdale Lutheran!  We are so glad you are joining us to proclaim what God has 
done and to sing his praises.  Here the Lord also comes to us and strengthens us with his mighty  
Word.  Take a moment to meet and greet those around you!  Also: 

✤ Restrooms are in the entrance and through the nursery hallway.   
✤ Handicapped accessible restroom facilities are located through the nursery hallway 

and back in the preschool area. 
✤ To help keep the sanctuary as a quiet place of worship and meditation and for your 

convenience, a Quiet Room is available for the whole service for young children in the 
back of the sanctuary.  Please make use of this room if your child becomes loud in 
worship.  Please do not leave children unattended in the Quiet Room.  We ask that at 
least one adult be present while children are in this room. 

✤ Everything you need for worship is printed in the worship folder. 
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DIVINE SERVICE  
A TRADITIONAL SERVICE OF THE EARLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH LITURGY.  

Gathering Rite on the Word of God 
The early Christian Church used a Gathering Rite as believers would assembled for worship. A 
reminder as they came into church, they were coming into the presence and dwelling of God. The 
gathering right assembles us today in the presence of our God, to be assured of our forgiveness 
and to receive strength of faith to live as children of God. 

Invocation 

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you 
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M: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness,

C: so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
(2 Timothy 3:16,17)

M: Yet so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn it. For 
this and all our sins, we bow before God and humbly ask his forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Please Stand

M: God gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that by believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31). The Scriptures 
testify about Jesus, who lived a perfect life for you, died on the cross to pay for all 
your sins, and rose again to assure you of your salvation. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.

C: (spoken) Amen.
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Gracious Father, keep your family, the Church, always faithful to you, that we 
may lean on the hope of your promises and be strong in the power of your 
love; through your son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
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The Te Deum   
Originally “Te Deum Laudamus” Latin for ‘Thee, O God, We Praise You.’ This was a sung 
response of the early Christian Church in the late 300s A.D. As the Te Deum is sung, you will 
notice it begins with praise to the Father as the one enthroned in glory, but then shifts to the Son 
and his atoning work for the salvation of all mankind. 
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Please Be Seated 

7



 THE WORD OF GOD* 

The First Lesson: Genesis 45:3-15 

   As seen in the life of Joseph, our God is always able to overcome evil with good. Despite 
the hatred of Joseph’s brothers selling him into slavery, God blessed Joseph by raising him up to 
be leader of all Egypt. Only by God’s grace would Joseph come to such a position to be able to 
secure the future of his whole family. 

Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his 
brothers were not able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence. 

4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done 
so, he said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! 5And now, do 
not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because 
it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. 6For two years now there has 
been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will be no plowing and 
reaping. 7But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and 
to save your lives by a great deliverance. 

8“So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to 
Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt. 9Now hurry back to 
my father and say to him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says: God has made me 
lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don’t delay. 10You shall live in the region of 
Goshen and be near me—you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and 
herds, and all you have. 11I will provide for you there, because five years of famine 
are still to come. Otherwise you and your household and all who belong to you 
will become destitute.’ 

12“You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, that it is really 
I who am speaking to you. 13Tell my father about all the honor accorded me in 
Egypt and about everything you have seen. And bring my father down here 
quickly.” 

14Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin 
embraced him, weeping. 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them. 
Afterward his brothers talked with him. 
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Psalm of the Day 
The singing of Psalms has always been a part of worship dating back to God’s people of the Old 
Testament. In 70 A.D. after Christians were scattered abroad by the great Roman persecution, the 
singing of Psalms was still able to unite believers in faith and worship no matter where they lived. 
Today, the Christian Church still incorporates Psalms in worship as a way of uniting believers 
everywhere in declaring the wonders and grace of God. 
Psalm 27 

   Hear my voice when I call, O LORD;* 
   be merciful to me and answer me. 

   Do not hide your face from me,* 
   do not turn your servant away in anger;  
   you have been my helper. 

   Do not reject me or forsake me,* 
   O God my Savior. 

Refrain 

   Though my father and mother forsake me,* 
   the LORD will receive me. 

   I am still confident of this:* 
   I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. 

   Wait for the LORD;* 
   be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD. 

   Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
   and to the Holy Spirit, 

   as it was in the beginning,* 
   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 
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The Second Lesson: Luke 6:27-38 

   Christ’s love for us motivates us to love our neighbor. Only in Christ are we able 
to love all people regardless of what they have done to us and regardless of whether they 
can return the favor. It is a reminder the kingdom of heaven is a kingdom of grace. 

“But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29If 
someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes 
your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 30Give to everyone who asks you, 
and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31Do to others as 
you would have them do to you. 

32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners 
love those who love them. 33And if you do good to those who are good to you, 
what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 34And if you lend to those from 
whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to 
sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. 35But love your enemies, do good to them, 
and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be 
great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the 
ungrateful and wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will 
not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38Give, and it will be given 
to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be 
poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 

39He also told them this parable: “Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not 
both fall into a pit? 

Please Stand 
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Nicene Creed 
There are 3 creeds (confessions of faith) of the Christian Church. The Athanasian Creed which 
defends the divinity of Christ. The Apostles’ Creed which defends the Christian faith based off the 
Apostles’ teaching of Christ. The Nicene Creed which proclaims our Triune God and the 
individual work of each person; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The Nicene Creed has 
been used in worship by the early Christian Church since the early 300s A.D., uniting each 
individual believer into one common Christian faith. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son  
 is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead  
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Please Be Seated  
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Sermon Hymn,  CW #490 Love In Christ Is Strong & Living 
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Sermon Text: Romans 12:14-21 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15Rejoice with those 
who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16Live in harmony with one another. 
Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be 
conceited. 

17Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of 
everyone. 18If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 
everyone. 19Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, 
for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 20On the 
contrary: 

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 

if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 

In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 

21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Sermon Theme:   

             

“A Christian’s Love" 
1) Is a radical love 

2) Is love with a purpose 

13



Create In Me    

The singing of Psalm 51, after the sermon, became part of the Christian worship and 
liturgy in the mid-1500s A.D. It was incorporated into worship so believers might have a 
sung response to the hearing of God’s Word. It is also a prayer, that the Word of God may 
be now forever implanted on our hearts and displayed in our lives. 

Offering 

The members of Northdale Lutheran joyfully give our offerings to the LORD in response to 
the many ways he has blessed us. 
Online giving is now set up and available through our membership software entitled Breeze. 
You can give through Breeze two ways:  1) You can give by texting “Give” to (813) 652-0408. 
 2). You can go to https://northdale.breezechms.com/give/online. You can certainly ask if you 
have any questions. 
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Please Stand 

Prayer of the Church 

M: Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we 
receive from your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the 
joy of life and the pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the 
privilege to share happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all we praise and 
thank you for your saving Word and for your Son’s body and blood, which you give 
us to eat and to drink in the sacrament. Through these means of grace, you send the 
Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole Christian Church 
on earth. 

C: Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our 
love for one another. 

M: Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose 
courage, and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. 
Give us strength to face the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips 
to speak of your grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give us to share your 
Word of salvation with all people. Protect and prosper the family, the school, the 
government, and all good institutions that you have established for the benefit of 
society. Remember in mercy those who are sick and suffering, and bring your 
healing to troubled homes and lives. 

C: Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.  

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to 
overcome all things through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Please Be Seated 
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The Service of the Sacrament 

The celebration of the Lord’s Supper is the highest point of Christian worship. The early 
Christian Church has always given the Lord’s Supper a place of prominence in worship. The 
worship and liturgy have been building up to this pinnacle, where God now comes to meet with 
his people through the giving of his very body and blood for the assurance of forgiveness and for 
the strengthening of faith. It is where believers join at the Lord’s altar, bearing witness to our 
shared faith in Christ and confessing the truth of our salvation. 

M: The Lord be with you. 

M:  Lift up your hearts. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed 
us with every spiritual blessing. By the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, he 
empowered his Church to be witnesses of Christ to the ends of the earth. Now 
have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 
authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be 
praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. 
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Holy, Holy, Holy  
Originally “Sanctus,” Latin for “Holy.” As the angels gathered around the throne of God to sing 
their 3 time “holy” song of praise to the Triune God (Isaiah 6:3), the early Christian Church 
incorporated this anthem into the liturgy of the Lord’s Supper, as believers prepare to come 
forward to the altar of their “Holy” and “Triune” God.  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God 
Originally “Agnus Dei,” Latin for “Lamb of God,” was first used as part of the sacramental 
liturgy in the 600s A.D. This anthem so clearly depicts the sacrificial nature of Christ for the sins 
of the world, whose very body and blood Christians now come forward to receive in the bread 
and wine for the assurance of their forgiveness.  
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Distribution 
(The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately 
with Christ and with one another as Christians who are united around a common 
confession of faith.) 

Guests: 
Since we believe in the Biblical principle found in 1 Corinthians 11:26, that communion 
at the Lord’s table is a confession of faith, we ask that nonmembers please speak with 
pastor before communing. Thank you. 
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Distribution Hymn 
The early Christian Church was known as the “Singing Church.” Traditionally hymns and 
anthems were sung during the distribution of communion as a way of filling the sanctuary with 
the blessed music and proclamation of God’s grace and favor. Today, the same hymns are sung as 
Christians come forward to the Lord’s altar. 

#397 
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PLEASE STAND 

Song of Simeon 
Originally “Nunc Dimittis,” Latin meaning “Now Let Depart.” After holding the Christ Child in 
his arms and seeing the fulfillment of God’s promise, Simeon (Luke 2) let out a song of praise. 
The Song of Simeon was incorporated into the Christian worship liturgy in the 1500s A.D. as an 
anthem of conclusion. After having received the Lord’s Supper, the worshipper may now “depart 
in peace” knowing they are forgiven and at peace with God.  
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Closing Prayer 

M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from 
above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and 
edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess 
your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Final Blessing 

This closing blessing is also known as the “Aaronic Blessing.” In the time of Moses, God 
commanded Aaron the High Priest to pronounce His name upon the Israelites to bless them, 
pronouncing the name of the Lord 3x, once for each member of the Holy Trinity. The Christian 
Church has always concluded its worship with the same blessing and then later added the “triple 
Amen” as a way of giving final praise to our Triune God.  

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace 

BE SEATED 

Permission to reprint all music in this worship folder is obtained from One License with license #A-714255 

All of our services are live streamed & can be viewed through the live streaming link located on our church 
website www.NorthdaleLutheran.org. We also email out daily devotions. If you would like to receive these 
daily devotions, please email the office at office@northdalelutheran.org and let us know. You can also 
become a friend on Facebook.   
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Announcements: 
Women’s Bible Study - Thursday nights (February - March), 7:30 PM 
All women are welcome to join our early spring Bible study based on the book A Shepherd Looks 
at Psalm 23 by Phillip W. Keller. Please purchase or download a copy of the book. This Bible 
study is being led by Aimee Hardman.  
***Copies of our Bible Study schedule are on the back table in the entryway. 
We meet in person in the church overflow room in the back of the sanctuary. Those who are 
unable to attend in person may join us online through Google Meet. We will read and discuss the 
chapters together. You may read the chapters before we meet, but it is not necessary.  
I will ask Kallie Mendez to copy the meeting link and the study guide link each Thursday and 
send it out in the Daily Devotion and Announcements email.  
We hope to have you join us!  
Here & Now - International Youth Rally 2022 
Our WELS International Youth Rally will be held this summer at the University of Tennessee, 
home of the Volunteers! Over 2,000 of our teens from around the nation will join together for an 
amazing week of friendships and faith. Information and packets can be found on the back table in 
the church entryway.  

• Where - University of Tennessee, Knoxville 
• When – June 28 - July 1, 2022 
• How much - $395  
• Who - those entering 9th - 12th grades (as for Fall 2022)  
• For more information, visit wels.net/youthrally 

Camp South (July 25-29) 
All youth entering 4th - 9th grades in Fall of 2022 are invited to a fantastic week of so much fun 
and growing God’s Word! Hosted at the Georgia FFA camp in Covington, GA, we're inviting 
youth to take part in engaging worship & Bible studies, great activities, and opportunities to meet 
new friends. Talk to your youth leader for registration information.  

• Where - Georgia FFA/FCCLA Camp in Covington, GA 
• When – July 25-29 
• How much - $295/youth  
• Who - those entering 4th - 9th grades (as for Fall 2022)  
• For more information, visit southatlanticyouth.com 

WELS Summer Camps & Rallies 
In order for all our youth/teens to be able to go to camp/rallies, there is financial aide available. 
These gifts come from our district and from our own members to help subsidize the cost to make 
it even more affordable. Talk with Pastor Guse for more information. 

Not So Minor! 
Join us today as we begin taking a look at two of the minor prophets: Obadiah & Jonah. Small 
writings, but big pictures of glory! Join us Sunday mornings at 9:30am in the church sanctuary. 
Always digging deeper into the Word of God for our faith and Christian living! 
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Ash Wednesday Worship & Supper 
On Wednesday, March 2nd we will be celebrating Ash Wednesday with a congregational supper 
from 6:00pm-7:00pm, with worship at 7:00pm. We will be having a “Potluck Supper” where 
members can bring a dish to share of their own choosing. 

Called Staff 
Pastor Matthew Guse:      920-517-9000    Pastor@NorthdaleLutheran.org 
Principal Dane Mattes:    920-588-7599   Dane.Mattes@NorthdaleLutheran.org 
Aimee Hardman:    813-464-5113   Aimee.Hardman@NorthdaleLutheran.org 
Christopher Haring:    517-202-7283   Chris.Haring@NorthdaleLutheran.org 
Joanne Mattes:     920-588-7596   Joanne.Mattes@NorthdaleLutheran.org 
Bethany Schwartz:    920-222-9279   Bethany.Schwartz@NorthdaleLutheran.org 
Elizabeth Guse:   760-622-2161 Elizabeth.Guse@NorthdaleLutheran.org 

This Week: 
Monday (2/21):  6:30 PM - MLT Meeting 
Sunday (2/27):  8:30 & 10:30 AM - Worship    
   9:30 AM - Adult Bible Study 

Serving Today 
Music: 8:30 - Dane Mattes 
           10:30 - Dane Mattes 
Ushers: 8:30 - Nick & Parker Koren 
 10:30 - Jeff & Allison Berg 

Serving Next Week 
Music:  8:30 - Elizabeth Guse  
           10:30 - Elizabeth Guse  
Ushers: 8:30 - Jason Raines 
   10:30 - Jeff & Allison Berg 

2021-2022 Year to Date Offerings Through December 2021 
General Offering Received: $ 123,901.90 
General Offering Budgeted: $ 124,999.98 
Ahead of (Short) Year to Date: ($ -1,098.08) 
Average Weekly Offerings Received (26 weeks): $ 4,765 
Average Weekly Offerings Budgeted (52 weeks): $ 4,808 

Building Our Faith ~ Family ~ Future 
Total Gifts Pledged to the Project:  $370,000.00 
Received Last Week:  $150.00 
Total received to date:  $384,809.42
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