
LUTHERAN CHURCH



Welcome to Northdale Lutheran!  We are so glad you are joining us to proclaim what 
God has done and to sing his praises.  Here the Lord also comes to us and strengthens 
us with his mighty  Word.  Take a moment to meet and greet those around you!  Also:

✤ Restrooms are in the entrance and through the nursery hallway.  
✤ Handicapped accessible restroom facilities are located through the nursery 

hallway and back in the preschool area.
✤ To help keep the sanctuary as a quiet place of worship and meditation and for 

your convenience, a Quiet Room is available for the whole service for young 
children in the back of the sanctuary.  Please make use of this room if your 
child becomes loud in worship.  Please do not leave children unattended in 
the Quiet Room.  We ask that at least one adult be present while children 
are in this room.

✤ Everything you need for worship is printed in the worship folder.
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Northdale Lutheran Church and School
15709 MAPLEDALE BLVD

TAMPA, FL 33624
WWW.NORTHDALELUTHERAN.ORG

CHURCH: 813-930-5280   ACADEMY: 813-961-9195
“WE GROW IN GOD’S WORD SO THAT WE CAN GO WITH GOD’S WORD”

Ascension Sunday



CALL TO WORSHIP

SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT
THE “SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT” IS A VERSION OF THE HISTORIC LITURGY OF THE CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH.

OPENING HYMN, CW #169, “ALLELUIA! SING TO JESUS”
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PLEASE STAND

INVOCATION
(The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms.)

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C: And also with you

CONFESSION
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 
forgive us.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I 
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done 
what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your 
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, 
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, 
a sinner.

ABSOLUTION
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only 

Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of 
Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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O TASTE AND SEE

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the heavens 
and at God’s right hand you rule the nations. Leave us not alone, we pray, but 
grant us the Spirit of truth that at your common and by your power we may be 
your witnesses in all the world; for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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BE SEATED

     THE WORD OF GOD*
THE FIRST LESSON: EPHESIANS 1:16-23

The Apostle Paul reminds us, that as we live, let us keep encouraging one another in faith being 
certain that our ascended Lord lives and rules eternally.

I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17I 
keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give 
you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18I pray 
that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the 
hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy 
people, 19and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the 
same as the mighty strength 20he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead 
and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21far above all rule and 
authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the 
present age but also in the one to come. 22And God placed all things under his 
feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23which is his 
body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. (NIV)

6



PSALM OF THE DAY: PSALM 47

Clap your hands, all you nations;*
shout to God with cries of joy.

How awesome is the LORD Most High,*
the great King over all the earth!

God reigns over the nations;*
God is seated on his holy throne.

Refrain
God has ascended amid shouts of joy,*

the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets.

Sing praises to God, sing praises;*
sing praises to our King, sing praises.

For God is the King of all the earth;*
sing to him a psalm of praise.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain
Refrain Tune: J. Robert Carroll. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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THE SECOND LESSON: LUKE 24:44-53

Jesus appears to his disciples to remove any doubt he had arisen from the dead. Here Jesus 
proves, he is the Living God.

He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything 
must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and 
the Psalms.”

45Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46He 
told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead 
on the third day, 47and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in 
his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these 
things. 49I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city 
until you have been clothed with power from on high.”

50When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands 
and blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up 
into heaven. 52Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 
53And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. (NIV)

8



SERMON HYMN,  CW #173 “ON CHRIST’S ASCENSION I NOW BUILD” 
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SERMON TEXT: ACTS 1:1-11

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 
teach 2until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3After his suffering, he presented himself to them 
and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period 
of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4On one occasion, while he was 
eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the 
gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5For John baptized with 
water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
6Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?”
7He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his 
own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.”
9After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from 
their sight.
10They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men 
dressed in white stood beside them. 11“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand 
here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, 
will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”

SERMON THEME:     
The Ascension Of Our Lord

1. A glorious departing
2. A promised return

PLEASE STAND
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THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son 

is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

BE SEATED

OFFERING
The members of Northdale Lutheran joyfully give our offerings to the LORD in response to 
the many ways he has blessed us.

Online giving is now set up and available through our membership software entitled Breeze. 
You can give through Breeze two ways:  1) You can give by texting “Give” to (813) 652-0408. 
 2). You can go to https://northdale.breezechms.com/give/online. You can certainly ask if you 
have any questions.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M: Jesus Christ, Lord of glory, you delight in making yourself known to us and others.  
Bring us to recognize and rejoice in your majesty and your ministry.  

C: In love you chose to exercise your greatest strength to serve us in our 
greatest need. You revealed the brightness of your glory through humble 
deeds of love.

M: You called ordinary men to do extraordinary things as your disciples and apostles.  
You also call us confidently to follow you, diligently to learn from you, and lovingly 
to imitate you.  

C: Equip and empower us to serve you and our neighbors faithfully.  Use us as 
your witnesses to bring many throughout the world to the light of your 
gospel.

M: You reveal your glory through mighty signs and wonders.  Assure us that you still 
rule all things in the universe and use them to serve our eternal good.  In wise 
compassion you often exercise your power to help and heal people with physical 
and emotional needs. 

C: Give us courage and compassion to relieve the distress of the hurting, to 
pray for all according to their needs, and to be content and cheerful when in 
your wisdom you ask us to endure hardship.

M: Preserve your truth among us and by that truth preserve us until you appear in 
dazzling splendor to bring us to the glory of heaven.  

C: Let our anticipation of the heavenly kingdom ennoble our thinking and 
speaking, enrich our conduct and increase our joy in all aspects of earthly 
life.  Hear us; in you we place our trust and our lives.  Amen. 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen.
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SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
   Since we believe in the Biblical principle found in 1 Corinthians 11:26, that communion at the 
Lord’s table is a confession of faith, we ask that nonmembers please speak with pastor before 
communing. Thank you.

PREFACE
(The words of the Preface mark the beginning of the Sacrament section of the 
service and lift the worshipers’ hearts in praise. The opening sentences are among 
the oldest in the Christian liturgy.)

M: The Lord be with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed 
us with every spiritual blessing. He raised Christ from the dead and seated 
him at his right hand in the heavenly realms and placed all things under his 
feet for the benefit of the Church. Now have come the salvation and the 
power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who 
sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory 
for ever and ever.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 
and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 
it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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BE SEATED

DISTRIBUTION
(The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ 
and with one another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.)

GUESTS: SO THAT THERE IS NO MISUNDERSTANDING, WE ASK THAT YOU PLEASE SPEAK WITH 
THE PASTOR BEFORE COMMUNING WITH US. 
MEMBERS: WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO USE “PERSONAL PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION” 
ON PAGE 156 IN THE FRONT OF THE HYMNAL.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN #397

PLEASE STAND
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FINAL PRAYER

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you 
here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming 
of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in 
his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to 
live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

BLESSING

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve 
the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace

COMMISSIONING SERVICE TO RESUME OUTSIDE ON CONSTRUCTION SITE

BE SEATED

PERMISSION TO REPRINT ALL MUSIC IN THIS WORSHIP FOLDER IS OBTAINED FROM ONE LICENSE WITH 
LICENSE #A-714255

All of our services are live streamed & can be viewed through the live streaming link located on 
our church website www.NorthdaleLutheran.org. We also email out daily devotions. If you 
wou ld l i ke t o r ece i ve t hese da i l y devo t i ons , p l ease ema i l t he o f f i ce a t 
office@northdalelutheran.org and let us know. You can also become a friend on Facebook.   
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Announcements:
Service Time Change!
Beginning Sunday, June 6th (starting the Sunday after Memorial Weekend) we will be going to 
the following worship/Bible class schedule. Worship will be at 8:30am & 10:30am, and Bible 
Class will begin at 9:30am. There will be no Sunday school over summer. This will reduce the 
“dead time” between the end of the first service and the beginning of Bible Class. Reminders will 
be periodically sent out of the worship change. Thank you.

VBS Donations
Angel Allan is requesting donations of Country Time lemonade powder, Traditional Chex Mix, 
Honey Maid Honey graham crackers, Snyder's of Hanover pretzel sticks, Stauffer's Animal 
Crackers, and Pepperidge Farm cheddar goldfish or monetary donations. 

Camp Donations!
Ready! Set! Camp! Our summer Youth Campers and Teen Racers are all registered for their 
amazing weeks of faith, friends, and fun. In order to help reduce the cost of registration and 
transportation (to make sure every child who wants to go, can go), we are looking for members to 
either donate or sponsor a child for their camp week. These weeks of camp are part of an 
amazing spiritual education and something they will always remember. If you are able to help, 
please contact Pastor Guse. Thank you.

Northdale VBS 2021!
We are on track for a great VBS this year! The Theme is God’s Wonder Lab - Jesus Does The 
Impossible. Vacation Bible School will run from July 12th - 16th from 9:00am - 12:00pm. It will be 
a wonderful week of excitement, faith, lab experiments, and friends! Registration is open on our 
website NorthdaleLutheran.org.

Communicating Christ - A Bible Information Course
Come and find out what Northdale Lutheran Church teaches and believes! Join us on Tuesday 
nights at 7:00pm - 8:00pm in the church sanctuary for a wonderful time of discussion and review 
of our Christian faith. For more information, contact Pastor Guse 920.517.9000 call/text, 
pastor@northdalelutheran.org

Face Coverings for Worship
Last month the Ministry Leadership Team decided face coverings are required for the 8:00 AM 
service and Bible class at 9:25 AM. This requirement went into effect August 9. Children 7 years 
old and under are not required to wear face coverings. Face coverings will continue to be 
encouraged, but not required, for the 10:30 AM service. NLC will have disposable masks 
available for those who do not have their own. It is the intent of the MLT that this change would 
remove barriers which may exist for those who feel strongly about wearing masks while also 
presenting options for those who feel differently. We want our people to feel comfortable and safe 
while worshiping online or in-person.

Called Staff
Pastor Matthew Guse:    920-517-9000   Pastor@NorthdaleLutheran.org
Principal Dane Mattes:  920-588-7599  Dane.Mattes@NorthdaleLutheran.org
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Aimee Hardman:  813-464-5113  Aimee.Hardman@NorthdaleLutheran.org
Christopher Haring:  517-202-7283  Chris.Haring@NorthdaleLutheran.org
Ethan Jaeger: 605-520-6412 Ethan.Jaeger@NorthdaleLutheran.org
Joanne Mattes:  920-588-7596  Joanne.Mattes@NorthdaleLutheran.org
Bethany Schwartz:  920-222-9279  Bethany.Schwartz@NorthdaleLutheran.org

This Week:
Monday (5/17): 6:00 PM - MLT Meeting
Sunday (5/23): 8:00 & 10:30 AM - Worship

9:25 AM – Adult Bible Study

Serving Today
Music: 8:00 - Elizabeth Guse
           10:30 - Elizabeth Guse
Elder:  David Mosakowski

Serving Next Week
Music: 8:00 - Dane Mattes
           10:30 - Dane Mattes
Elder:  Dave Mosakowski

Attendance Last Week
8:00 a.m.—20

10:30 a.m.—56
Total:  76

2020-2021 Year to Date Offerings Through March 31, 2021
General Offering Received: $159,990.76
General Offering Budgeted: $179,985.00
Ahead of (Short) Year to Date: ($19,994.24)
Average Weekly Offerings Received (26 weeks): $4,102.33 
Average Weekly Offerings Budgeted (26 weeks): $4,615.00

Building Our Faith ~ Family ~ Future
Total Gifts Pledged to the Project:  $370,000.00
Received Last Week:  $225.00
Total received to date:  $379,774.42
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