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Welcome to Northdale Lutheran!  We are so glad you are joining us to proclaim what 
God has done and to sing his praises.  Here the Lord also comes to us and strengthens 
us with his mighty  Word.  Take a moment to meet and greet those around you!  Also:

✤ Restrooms are in the entrance and through the nursery hallway.  
✤ Handicapped accessible restroom facilities are located through the nursery 

hallway and back in the preschool area.
✤ To help keep the sanctuary as a quiet place of worship and meditation and for 

your convenience, a Quiet Room is available for the whole service for young 
children in the back of the sanctuary.  Please make use of this 
room if your child becomes loud in worship.  Please do not 
leave children unattended in the Quiet Room.  We ask that 
at least one adult be present while children are in this room.

✤ Everything you need for worship is printed in the worship folder.
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Northdale Lutheran Church & Academy
15709 MAPLEDALE BLVD

TAMPA, FL 33624
WWW.NORTHDALELUTHERAN.ORG

CHURCH: 813-930-5280   ACADEMY: 813-961-9195
“WE GROW IN GOD’S WORD SO THAT WE CAN GO WITH GOD’S WORD”

The First Sunday After 
Christmas

WORSHIP THEME
Christ, Born to Save All People, Gives Us Peace!



CALL TO WORSHIP
THE SERVICE OF THE WORD

THIS SERVICE OFFERS THE CONGREGATION A FORM OF WORSHIP THAT FOCUSES ON THE 
PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD. BELIEVERS RESPOND TO THIS DIVINE GIFT WITH PRAYER, PRAISE, AND 

THANKSGIVING.
OPENING HYMN,  CW  42, “COME, YOUR HEARTS AND VOICES RAISING”
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PLEASE STAND

INVOCATION
M(inister): The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C(ongregtion):  And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve 

him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his 
wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for 
his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 
ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your 
child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me 
according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take 
away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. 
You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to 
his will.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord!
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SONG OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your 
mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your 
light; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.
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BE SEATED

                              THE WORD OF GOD*

THE FIRST LESSON:  ISAIAH 45:20-25
“Gather together and come;
assemble, you fugitives from the nations.
Ignorant are those who carry about idols of wood,
who pray to gods that cannot save.
21Declare what is to be, present it—
let them take counsel together.
Who foretold this long ago,
who declared it from the distant past?
Was it not I, the Lord?
And there is no God apart from me,
a righteous God and a Savior;
there is none but me.

22“Turn to me and be saved,
all you ends of the earth;
for I am God, and there is no other.
23By myself I have sworn,
my mouth has uttered in all integrity
a word that will not be revoked:
Before me every knee will bow;
by me every tongue will swear.
24They will say of me, ‘In the Lord alone
are deliverance and strength.’ ”
All who have raged against him
will come to him and be put to shame.
25But all the descendants of Israel
will find deliverance in the Lord
and will make their boast in him. (NIV)
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*The Word of God
“The reading of the Lessons is a highlight of a service.  The spiritually hungry have come to be fed and nurtured and to drink from the 
waters of life.  Knowing that ‘faith comes from hearing the message,’ God’s people listen intently with attention aroused to be blessed by 
the hearing of God’s Word.”  Christian Worship Manual



PSALM OF THE DAY, PSALM  111

Great are the works of the LORD;*
they are pondered by all who delight in them.

Glorious and majestic are his deeds,*
and his righteousness endures forever.

He has caused his wonders to be remembered;*
the LORD is gracious and compassionate.

Refrain
The works of his hands are faithful and just;*

all his precepts are trustworthy.

He provided redemption for his people;*
he ordained his covenant forever.

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;*
all who follow his precepts have good understanding.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain
Refrain Tune: J. Robert Carroll. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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THE SECOND LESSON: COLOSSIANS 3:12-17

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13Bear with each other and 
forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord 
forgave you. 14And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in 
perfect unity.

15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you 
were called to peace. And be thankful. 16Let the message of Christ dwell among you 
richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, 
and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17And whatever 
you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him. (NIV)

VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts. Alleluia. (Colossians 

3:15a)

PLEASE STAND
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THE GOSPEL LESSON: LUKE 2:25-40
Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. 

He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26It had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. 27Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in 
the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28Simeon took him in his 
arms and praised God, saying:

29“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,
you may now dismiss your servant in peace.
30For my eyes have seen your salvation,
31which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and the glory of your people Israel.”
33The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34Then Simeon 

blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and 
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35so that the thoughts of 
many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

36There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37and then was 
a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, 
fasting and praying. 38Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and 
spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.

39When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they 
returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became strong; 
he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him. (NIV)

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

BE SEATED
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SERMON HYMN,  CW #41,  “LET ALL TOGETHER PRAISE OUR GOD”
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SERMON TEXT: LUKE 2:25-40

SERMON THEME:            
Joy to the World–Promises Fulfilled

PLEASE STAND

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

BE SEATED
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THANKSGIVING

OFFERING
Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  (Luke 12:34)  The 
members of Northdale Lutheran joyfully give our offerings to the LORD in response to His 
Word and in thanks for the many ways he has blessed us.  We have joined together as a 
congregation to use these offerings to do the Lord’s work in this community and around the 
world through the work of our Synod.  Your gifts moved by the Holy Spirit out love for God 
and his blessings are welcome.
Online giving is now set up and available through our membership software entitled Breeze. 
You can give through Breeze two ways:  1) You can give by texting “Give” to (813) 652-0408. 
 2). You can go to https://northdale.breezechms.com/give/online. You can certainly ask if you 
have any questions.
If electronic giving isn’t for you, you are invited to drop off or mail your offerings to the church.

PLEASE STAND

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

We pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 
needs.

Brief silence

Eternal Lord God, in the fullness of time, You sent forth Your Son, born of a woman, born 
under the Law, to redeem us and give us the adoption as Your sons and heirs. We thank 
You that You revealed the infant Jesus to Simeon and Anna in the temple according to 
your promise. Give us grace with them to rejoice in Christ’s blessed incarnation, and 
grant us a glad new year. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, bless the families of all Christians with Your promises. Give parents 
diligence and delight in their work, and grant Your favor on all children, that they may 
grow in strength, wisdom and knowledge of the truth. Bless all widows, orphans and 
broken families also with Your mercy, and give them joy in the redemption You have won 
for us in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

O worthy Judge, from You proceeds the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, counsel 
and might, knowledge and the fear of the Lord. Give wisdom to those who make, 
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administer and judge our laws, that they may serve faithfully in their tasks, according to 
Your good pleasure, for the benefit of our people. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

Gracious Lord, receive our prayers for those who suffer from loneliness. Comfort them 
with the sure and certain knowledge that You will never forsake them. Give them family 
and friends within the household of faith with whom they can find loving companionship. 
Lord, in mercy, 
hear our prayer.

Blessed Lord, help the sick and suffering, especially those who desire our prayers. 
Surround them with Your love in Christ and, according to Your gracious will, heal them. 
Comfort all those who mourn and fill their hearts with the certain hope of the 
resurrection.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our private prayers

Father of lasting peace, grant that we with Simeon, be well-prepared to depart in peace 
according to Your Word and like aged Anna to share the good news of our Savior. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

Special Prayers

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.  
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 

and the power 
and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.
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BE SEATED

FINAL HYMN,  CW #78, “ O LIGHT OF GENTILE NATIONS”
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PLEASE STAND

CLOSING PRAYER

M: Grant us, Lord, the Spirit to think and do what is right that we, who cannot do 
anything that is good without you, may by your help be enabled to live 
according to your will; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

BLESSING

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve 
the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

BE SEATED

All of our services are live streamed & can be viewed through the live streaming link located on 
our church website www.NorthdaleLutheran.org. We also email out daily devotions. If you 
would like to receive these daily devotions, please email the office at 
office@northdalelutheran.org and let us know. You can also become a friend on Facebook.  
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Announcements:
Pastor Guse
It was December 6 that Pastor Matthew Guse has accepted our call to serve as our next 
shepherd. He and his wife, Elizabeth, will be transitioning from Fond du Lac, WI to Northdale the 
middle of January. We look forward to welcoming them into our Northdale family. We are currently 
planning to install Pastor Guse Sunday, January 17 during an afternoon service with a catered 
meal to follow. Please contact the office or Jeff Berg if you are interested in helping with this 
event. 

Vacancy Pastor
We thank Pastor Werner for serving us with God’s Word in Worship and Bible class today. Pastor 
Joel Schwartz from Peace in Trinity, FL is serving us as our coordinating vacancy pastor. We 
work with him to plan Sunday preachers and meet other pastoral needs of our congregation 
during this vacancy. Pastor Schwartz can be reached at the contact information below should you 
be in need of his assistance. pastorofpeace@hotmail.com  Mobile: 727-938-6321

Face Coverings for Worship
Last month the Ministry Leadership Team decided face coverings are required for the 8:00 AM 
service and Bible class at 9:25 AM. This requirement went into effect August 9. Children 7 years 
old and under are not required to wear face coverings. Face coverings will continue to be 
encouraged, but not required, for the 10:30 AM service. NLC will have disposable masks 
available for those who do not have their own. It is the intent of the MLT that this change would 
remove barriers which may exist for those who feel strongly about wearing masks while also 
presenting options for those who feel differently. We want our people to feel comfortable and safe 
while worshiping online or in-person. 

Called Staff
Vacancy Pastor Joel Schwartz:  727-938-6321   pastorofpeace@hotmail.com
Principal Dane Mattes:  920-588-7599  Dane.Mattes@NorthdaleLutheran.org
Aimee Hardman:  813-464-5113  Aimee.Hardman@NorthdaleLutheran.org
Christopher Haring:  517-202-7283  Chris.Haring@NorthdaleLutheran.org
Ethan Jaeger: 605-520-6412 Ethan.Jaeger@NorthdaleLutheran.org
Joanne Mattes:  920-588-7596  Joanne.Mattes@NorthdaleLutheran.org
Bethany Schwartz:  920-222-9279  Bethany.Schwartz@NorthdaleLutheran.org
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This Week:
Sunday (1/3): 8:00 & 10:30 AM - Worship

9:25 AM - Adult Bible Study

Serving Today
Music: 8:00 - Chris Haring

10:30 - Aiden Berg
Acolyte: 10:30—Aryssa Kingsborough
Elder:  David Mosakowski

Serving Next Week
Music: 8:00 - Dane Mattes

Acolyte: 10:30—Noah Raines
Elder:  David Mosakowski

Attendance Last Week
8:00 a.m.— 10
10:30 a.m.—49

Total:  59
Yearly Average: 95

% of Members in Worship: 39%

2020-2021 Year to Date Offerings Through November 30, 2020
General Offering Received: $79,084
General Offering Budgeted: $100,000
Ahead of (Short) Year to Date: ($20,915.84)
Average Weekly Offerings Received (22 weeks): $3,595
Average Weekly Offerings Budgeted (22 weeks): $4,545

Building Our Faith ~ Family ~ Future
Total Gifts Pledged to the Project:  $370,000.00
Received Last Week:  $375.00
Total received to date:  $368,804.42
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Kids Page
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