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Welcome to Northdale Lutheran!  We are so glad you are joining us to proclaim what 
God has done and to sing his praises.  Here the Lord also comes to us and strengthens 
us with his mighty  Word.  Take a moment to meet and greet those around you!  Also:

✤ Restrooms are in the entrance and through the nursery hallway.  
✤ Handicapped accessible restroom facilities are located through the nursery 

hallway and back in the preschool area.
✤ To help keep the sanctuary as a quiet place of worship and meditation and for 

your convenience, a Quiet Room is available for the whole service for young 
children in the back of the sanctuary.  Please make use of this 
room if your child becomes loud in worship.  Please do not 
leave children unattended in the Quiet Room.  We ask that 
at least one adult be present while children are in this room.

✤ Everything you need for worship is printed in the worship folder.

WORSHIP THEME
Prepare the Way for Christ’s Coming
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Northdale Lutheran Church and School
15709 MAPLEDALE BLVD

TAMPA, FL 33624
WWW.NORTHDALELUTHERAN.ORG

CHURCH: 813-930-5280   ACADEMY: 813-961-9195
“WE GROW IN GOD’S WORD SO THAT WE CAN GO WITH GOD’S WORD”

Second Sunday in Advent



CALL TO WORSHIP

SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT
THE “SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT” IS A VERSION OF THE HISTORIC LITURGY OF THE CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH.

OPENING HYMN, CW #11, “COMFORT, COMFORT ALL MY PEOPLE”
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PLEASE STAND

INVOCATION
(The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms.)

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C: And also with you

CONFESSION
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 
forgive us.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I 
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done 
what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your 
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, 
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, 
a sinner.

ABSOLUTION
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only 

Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of 
Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

LORD, HAVE MERCY
Kyrie

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with 
gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.
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M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and 
for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, 
hear our prayer, O Christ.

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer 
here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep 
us in your tender care:

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.

5



O LORD, OUR LORD
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his 
coming give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through 
the darkness of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

BE SEATED
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              THE WORD OF GOD*
THE FIRST LESSON: ISAIAH 40:1-11

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has 
been paid for, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.  
3 A voice of one calling: “In the desert prepare the way for the LORD; make 
straight in the wilderness a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be raised up, 
every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the 
rugged places a plain. 5 And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all 
mankind together will see it.  For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”  6 A voice 
says, “Cry out.” And I said, “What shall I cry?”  “All men are like grass, and all their 
glory is like the flowers of the field. 7 The grass withers and the flowers fall, 
because the breath of the LORD blows on them. Surely the people are grass. 8 

The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever.”  9 

You who bring good tidings to Zion, go up on a high mountain. You who bring 
good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; 
say to the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!” 10 See, the Sovereign LORD 
comes with power, and his arm rules for him. See, his reward is with him, and his 
recompense accompanies him. 11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers 
the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart; he gently leads those 
that have young. (NIV)
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*The Word of God
“The reading of the Lessons is a highlight of a service.  The spiritually hungry have come to be 
fed and nurtured and to drink from the waters of life.  Knowing that ‘faith comes from hearing 
the message,’ God’s people listen intently with attention aroused to be blessed by the hearing 
of God’s Word.”  Christian Worship Manual



PSALM OF THE DAY:  14
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THE SECOND LESSON: 2 PETER 3:8-14

But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.  9 The Lord is not slow in 
keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not 
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear 
with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in 
it will be laid bare. 

11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought 
you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives  12 as you look forward to the day 
of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the 
heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.  13 But in keeping with his 
promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of 
righteousness. 

14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every 
effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. (NIV)

THE VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia. Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. All 

mankind will see God’s salvation. Alleluia. (Luke 3:4, 6 cf. NIV)
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PLEASE STAND

THE GOSPEL LESSON:  MARK 1:1-8

The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  
2 It is written in Isaiah the prophet: “I will send my messenger ahead of you, 

who will prepare your way”— 3 “a voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the 
way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’” 

4 And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  5 The whole Judean countryside and all 
the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were 
baptized by him in the Jordan River.  6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, 
with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.  7 And this 
was his message: “After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of 
whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie.  8 I baptize you with 
water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  (NIV)

BE SEATED
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SERMON HYMN,  CW #16 “ ON JORDAN’S BANK THE BAPTIST’S CRY” 
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SERMON TEXT: MARK 1:1-8

SERMON THEME:     

THE SAVIOR OF ALL NATIONS IS COMING!
PLEASE STAND

THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son 

is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

BE SEATED
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OFFERING
Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  (Luke 12:34)  The 
members of Northdale Lutheran joyfully give our offerings to the LORD in response to His 
Word and in thanks for the many ways he has blessed us.  We have joined together as a 
congregation to use these offerings to do the Lord’s work in this community and around the 
world through the work of our Synod.  Your gifts moved by the Holy Spirit out love for God 
and his blessings are welcome.

Online giving is now set up and available through our membership software entitled Breeze. 
You can give through Breeze two ways:  1) You can give by texting “Give” to (813) 652-0408. 
 2). You can go to https://northdale.breezechms.com/give/online. You can certainly ask if you 
have any questions.

If electronic giving isn’t for you, you are invited to drop off or mail your offerings to the church.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M: O Lord God, heavenly Father, as your unworthy servants we humbly come before 
you. 

C: We give you hearty thanks for the comfort we receive from your word. 
M: We are grateful for your words of prophecy that foretell of the advent of your Son 

Jesus Christ. 
C: For the special messengers announcing his coming, we give you thanks.
M: Lord, we confess that we are not worthy of such special attention. 
C: The mountains of our sin should rightfully hide your face from us. 
M: Our lives have been as unproductive of good fruit as a desert. 
C: Our failure to walk in the straight paths of your commandments has nearly 

brought us into the valley of despair. 
M: We have been less than zealous in living our lives in holiness and godliness. 
C: We have often forgotten about your coming to judge the living and the dead. 
M: We have sought forgiveness without genuine repentance. 
C: For these and many other sins, we ask your divine forgiveness. 
M: Lord, help us to heed the cry of your special messengers Isaiah and John the 

Baptist. 
C: May your Holy Spirit move us to genuine repentance that we may experience 

the comfort foretold by your prophet Isaiah. 
M: As the return of our Lord becomes more imminent, keep us alert and prepared to 

meet him. 

Special intercessions 
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M: Lord in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 

Silent prayer 

M: Since you are not willing that any should perish, bless our world with peace so that 
your saving message will not be hindered. 

C: May our own nation and its leaders work in harmony with your will. In Jesus 
name we pray. Amen. 

All: Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Northdale Lutheran practices Close Communion.  We ask that only members 
of Northdale Lutheran or another WELS/ELS congregation partake of the 
sacrament today.  If you have questions about becoming a member to partake 

of the sacrament, please speak to pastor after worship.

PREFACE
(The words of the Preface mark the beginning of the Sacrament section of the 
service and lift the worshipers’ hearts in praise. The opening sentences are among the oldest in 
the Christian liturgy.)

M: The Lord be with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.
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M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed 
us with every spiritual blessing. Through his holy prophets, he promised a 
King to bring light to those living in darkness and in the shadow of death.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 
and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 
it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

BE SEATED
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DISTRIBUTION
(The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ 
and with one another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.)

GUESTS: SO THAT THERE IS NO MISUNDERSTANDING, WE ASK THAT YOU PLEASE SPEAK WITH 
THE PASTOR BEFORE COMMUNING WITH US. 
MEMBERS: WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO USE “PERSONAL PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION” 
ON PAGE 156 IN THE FRONT OF THE HYMNAL.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

CW #311, “SOUL, ADORN YOURSELF WITH GLADNESS”
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PLEASE STAND

SONG OF THANKSGIVING

FINAL PRAYER

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you 
here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming 
of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in 
his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to 
live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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BLESSING

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve 
the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace

BE SEATED

PERMISSION TO REPRINT ALL MUSIC IN THIS WORSHIP FOLDER IS OBTAINED FROM ONE LICENSE WITH 
LICENSE #A-714255

All of our services are live streamed & can be viewed through the live streaming link located on 
our church website www.NorthdaleLutheran.org. We also email out daily devotions. If you 
wou ld l i ke t o r ece i ve t hese da i l y devo t i ons , p l ease ema i l t he o f f i ce a t 
office@northdalelutheran.org and let us know. You can also become a friend on Facebook.   

Announcements:
Pastor Matthew Guse Call Announcement
Dear members of Northdale Lutheran Church,

After much prayer and deliberation, I have decided to accept the call to serve you as pastor at 
Northdale Lutheran Church. I am very thankful for the ministry the Lord has given to me at St. 
Peter’s in Fond du Lac, WI - but feel the Lord has now led me to continue my ministry and service 
among you in Tampa, FL. I am very thankful for the prayers, encouragements, and conversations 
I have received from your members and leadership, and I look forward to meeting and serving all 
of you in the new year and the years to come. With much love and excitement, my wife and I look 
forward to our move and transition to Northdale Lutheran Church.

In Christ’s service,

Pastor Matthew Guse
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Food Drive  Our annual Fall Food Drive has begun and will continue through December 18.  
Every year at this time, we gather food to donate to Metropolitan Ministries to help feed those less 
fortunate than us.  This is a great way for us to put our faith into action and to use what God has 
given us to his glory and to serve others.  While we are not big enough here to host our own 
pantry, we collect food so that we can direct those who are needy to Metropolitan ministries to 
receive the physical help that they need.  Please purchase and bring in non-perishable food 
items.

Vacancy Pastor
We thank Pastor Nuss for serving us with God’s Word in Worship and Bible class today. Pastor 
Werner will lead us December 13. Pastor Joel Schwartz from Peace in Trinity, FL is serving us as 
our coordinating vacancy pastor. We work with him to plan Sunday preachers and meet other 
pastoral needs of our congregation during this vacancy. Pastor Schwartz can be reached at the 
contact information below should you be in need of his assistance. 
pastorofpeace@hotmail.com     Mobile: 727-938-6321

Face Coverings for Worship
The Ministry Leadership Team has decided to require face coverings for the 8:00 AM service and 
Bible class at 9:25 AM. Children 7 years old and under are not required to wear face coverings. 
Face coverings will continue to be encouraged, but not required, for the 10:30 AM service. It is 
the intent of the MLT that this change would remove barriers that may exist for those that feel 
strongly about wearing masks while also presenting options for those that feel differently. We 
want our people to feel comfortable and safe while worshiping online or in-person. 

Called Staff
Vacancy Pastor Joel Schwartz:  727-938-6321 Email: pastorofpeace@hotmail.com
Principal Dane Mattes:  920-588-7599 Email: Dane.Mattes@NorthdaleLutheran.org
Aimee Hardman:  813-464-5113 Email: Aimee.Hardman@NorthdaleLutheran.org
Christopher Haring:  517-202-7283 Email: Chris.Haring@NorthdaleLutheran.org
Ethan Jaeger: 605-520-6412 Email: Ethan.Jaeger@NorthdaleLutheran.org
Joanne Mattes:  920-588-7596 Email: Joanne.Mattes@NorthdaleLutheran.org
Bethany Schwartz:  920-222-9279 Email: Bethany.Schwartz@NorthdaleLutheran.org

This Week:
Sunday (12/6): 8:00 & 10:30 AM - Worship

9:25 AM – Adult Bible Study
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Serving Today
Music: 8:00 - Rachel Wilson

10:30 - Nick Koren
Acolyte: 10:30—Hailey Mattes
Elder:  David Mosakowski

Serving Next Week
Music: 8:00 - Chris Haring

10:30 - Aiden Berg
Acolyte: 10:30—Aryssa Kingsborough
Elder:  Dave Mosakowski

Attendance Last Week
8:00 a.m.— 13

10:30 a.m.— 36
Total:  52

Yearly Average:  85
% of Members in Worship: 42%

2020-2021 Year to Date Offerings Through October 31, 2020
General Offering Received: $60,656
General Offering Budgeted: $79,934
Ahead of (Short) Year to Date: ($19,278)
Average Weekly Offerings Received (17 weeks): $3,568
Average Weekly Offerings Budgeted (17 weeks): $4,702
Total Gifts Pledged to the Project:  $370,000.00
Received Last Week:  $175.00
Total received to date:  $367,476.42

Building Our Faith ~ Family ~ Future
Total Gifts Pledged to the Project:  $370,000.00
Received Last Week:  $195.00
Total received to date:  $368,429.42
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	11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives  12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.  13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.
	14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. (NIV)
	The Verse of the Day
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	General Offering Received: $60,656
	General Offering Budgeted: $79,934
	Ahead of (Short) Year to Date: ($19,278)
	Average Weekly Offerings Received (17 weeks): $3,568
	Average Weekly Offerings Budgeted (17 weeks): $4,702
	Total Gifts Pledged to the Project:  $370,000.00
	Received Last Week:  $175.00
	Total received to date:  $367,476.42
	Building Our Faith ~ Family ~ Future
	Total Gifts Pledged to the Project:  $370,000.00
	Received Last Week:  $195.00
	Total received to date:  $368,429.42

