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Welcome to Northdale Lutheran!  We are so glad you are joining us to proclaim what 
God has done and to sing his praises.  Here the Lord also comes to us and strengthens 
us with his mighty  Word.  Take a moment to meet and greet those around you!  Also:

✤ Restrooms are in the entrance and through the nursery hallway.  
✤ Handicapped accessible restroom facilities are located through the nursery 

hallway and back in the preschool area.
✤ To help keep the sanctuary as a quiet place of worship and meditation and for 

your convenience, a Quiet Room is available for the whole service for young 
children in the back of the sanctuary.  Please make use of this 
room if your child becomes loud in worship.  Please do not 
leave children unattended in the Quiet Room.  We ask that 
at least one adult be present while children are in this room.

✤ Everything you need for worship is printed in the worship folder.
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Northdale Lutheran Church & Academy
15709 MAPLEDALE BLVD

TAMPA, FL 33624
WWW.NORTHDALELUTHERAN.ORG

CHURCH: 813-930-5280   ACADEMY: 813-961-9195
“WE GROW IN GOD’S WORD SO THAT WE CAN GO WITH GOD’S WORD”

THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST

WORSHIP THEME
Christians Forgive as God Forgives.



CALL TO WORSHIP
THE SERVICE OF THE WORD

THIS SERVICE OFFERS THE CONGREGATION A FORM OF WORSHIP THAT FOCUSES ON THE 
PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD. BELIEVERS RESPOND TO THIS DIVINE GIFT WITH PRAYER, PRAISE, AND 

THANKSGIVING.
OPENING HYMN,  CW 392, “NOT UNTO US”

PLEASE STAND
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INVOCATION
M(inister): The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C(ongregtion):  And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve 

him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his 
wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for 
his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 
ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your 
child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me 
according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take 
away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. 
You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to 
his will.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord!
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SONG OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Let us pray.
Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow 
after us that, loving you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every 
good and useful work; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one god, now and forever.
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BE SEATED

                              THE WORD OF GOD*

THE FIRST LESSON:  GENESIS 50:15-21
When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if 

Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to 
him?” 16So they sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions 
before he died: 17‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your 
brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.’ Now 
please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” When their 
message came to him, Joseph wept.

18His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are 
your slaves,” they said.

19But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20You 
intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 
being done, the saving of many lives. 21So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for 
you and your children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them.
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*The Word of God
“The reading of the Lessons is a highlight of a service.  The spiritually hungry have come to be 
fed and nurtured and to drink from the waters of life.  Knowing that ‘faith comes from hearing 
the message,’ God’s people listen intently with attention aroused to be blessed by the hearing 
of God’s Word.”  Christian Worship Manual



PSALM OF THE DAY, PSALM 103

Praise the LORD, O my soul;*
all my inmost being, praise his holy name.

He forgives all your sins*
and heals all your diseases;

he redeems your life from the grave*
and crowns you with love and compassion.

Refrain
The LORD is compassionate and gracious,*

slow to anger, abounding in love.

He does not treat us as our sins deserve*
or repay us according to our iniquities.

For as high as the heavens are above the earth,*
so great is his love for those who fear him;

as far as the east is from the west,*
so far has he removed our transgressions from us.

Refrain
As a father has compassion on his children,*

so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him;

for he knows how we are formed,*
he remembers that we are dust.
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Our days are like grass, like a flower of the field;*
the wind blows over it and it is gone.

But the LORD’S love is with those who fear him*
from everlasting to everlasting.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain
Refrain Tune: Jack Noble White. © 1976 Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp., (admin. Alfred Publishing Co.).  All rights reserved. Used by permission

THE SECOND LESSON:  ROMANS 14:5-9

One person considers one day more sacred than another; another considers every 
day alike. Each of them should be fully convinced in their own mind. 6Whoever regards one 
day as special does so to the Lord. Whoever eats meat does so to the Lord, for they give 
thanks to God; and whoever abstains does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7For 
none of us lives for ourselves alone, and none of us dies for ourselves alone. 8If we live, we 
live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to 
the Lord. 9For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord 
of both the dead and the living.
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VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia. Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, 

so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures 
we might have hope. Alleluia. (Roman 15:4)

PLEASE STAND

THE GOSPEL LESSON: MATTHEW 18:21-35
THIS WILL SERVE AS TODAY’S SERMON TEXT.

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my 
brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?”

22Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.
23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts 

with his servants. 24As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of 
gold was brought to him. 25Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his 
wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.

26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, 
‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt 
and let him go.
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28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him 
a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe 
me!’ he demanded.

29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will 
pay it back.’

30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he 
could pay the debt. 31When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged 
and went and told their master everything that had happened.

32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled 
all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your 
fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to 
be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.

35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your 
brother or sister from your heart.” 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

BE SEATED
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SERMON HYMN,  CW #493,  “FORGIVE OUR SINS AS WE FORGIVE”

SERMON TEXT:  MATTHEW 18:21-35

SERMON THEME:            
Forgiveness Knows No Limits!

PLEASE STAND
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

BE SEATED
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THANKSGIVING

OFFERING
Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  (Luke 12:34)  The 
members of Northdale Lutheran joyfully give our offerings to the LORD in response to His 
Word and in thanks for the many ways he has blessed us.  We have joined together as a 
congregation to use these offerings to do the Lord’s work in this community and around the 
world through the work of our Synod.  Your gifts moved by the Holy Spirit out love for God 
and his blessings are welcome.
Online giving is now set up and available through our membership software entitled Breeze. 
You can give through Breeze two ways:  1) You can give by texting “Give” to (813) 652-0408. 
 2). You can go to https://northdale.breezechms.com/give/online. You can certainly ask if you 
have any questions.
If electronic giving isn’t for you, you are invited to drop off or mail your offerings to the church.

PLEASE STAND

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us day 
after day. 

C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us.

M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the 
temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature.

C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and 
everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.

M: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger; sudden 
catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by 
land, sea, and sir. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them.

C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, 
and comfort all who are old and infirm.

M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our 
government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship and 
useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being.
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C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be 
peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or 
disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore.

Special prayers and intercessions

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to hear 
us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and 
offerings, and use them to your glory.

C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in 
your sight. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.  
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 

and the power 
and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.

BE SEATED
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FINAL HYMN,  CW #381, “GRACE HAS A THRILLING SOUND”

PLEASE STAND
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PRAYER FOR GRACE

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe 
and do.  Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we 
may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness and comforted in life and in 
death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

BLESSING

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve 
the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

BE SEATED

All of our services are live streamed & can be viewed through the live streaming link located on 
our church website www.NorthdaleLutheran.org. We also email out daily devotions. If you 
wou ld l i ke t o r ece i ve t hese da i l y devo t i ons , p l ease ema i l t he o f f i ce a t 
office@northdalelutheran.org and let us know. You can also become a friend on Facebook.  
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Announcements:
Vacancy Pastor
We thank Pastor Werner for serving us with God’s Word in Worship and Bible class today. He will 
also lead us October 4. Pastor Joel Schwartz from Peace in Trinity, FL has agreed to serve us as 
our coordinating vacancy pastor. We will be working with him to plan Sunday preachers and meet 
other pastoral needs of our congregation during this vacancy. Pastor Schwartz can be reached at 
the contact information below should you be in need of his assistance. 
pastorofpeace@hotmail.com     Mobile: 727-938-6321

Pastor Call News
At the call meeting on August 27, our congregation unanimously called Pastor Michael Seifert 
from Living Hope Lutheran Church in Midlothian, VA to serve as our next shepherd. Please keep 
Pastor Seifert, his wife, Sarah, and their children, Jonah, Ethan and Caleb, in your prayers during 
this time of deliberation. Our members are encouraged to reach out to Pastor Seifert to share 
your perspective of our ministry here and to provide encouragement as he prayerfully considers 
serving among us. Feel free to email or text and set up a time to speak on the phone. You can 
also click this link to read Pastor Seifert's letter acknowledging the call we have extended to him. 
pastorseifert@LivingHopeWELS.com 804-239-5206

Face Coverings for Worship
Last month the Ministry Leadership Team decided face coverings are required for the 8:00 AM 
service and Bible class at 9:25 AM. This requirement went into effect August 9. Children 7 years 
old and under are not required to wear face coverings. Face coverings will continue to be 
encouraged, but not required, for the 10:30 AM service. NLC will have disposable masks 
available for those who do not have their own. It is the intent of the MLT that this change would 
remove barriers which may exist for those who feel strongly about wearing masks while also 
presenting options for those who feel differently. We want our people to feel comfortable and safe 
while worshiping online or in-person. 

Called Staff
Vacancy Pastor Joel Schwartz:  727-938-6321   Email: pastorofpeace@hotmail.com
Principal Dane Mattes:  920-588-7599  Email: Dane.Mattes@NorthdaleLutheran.org
Aimee Hardman:  813-464-5113  Email: Aimee.Hardman@NorthdaleLutheran.org
Christopher Haring:  517-202-7283  Email: Chris.Haring@NorthdaleLutheran.org
Ethan Jaeger: 605-520-6412  Email: Ethan.Jaeger@NorthdaleLutheran.org
Joanne Mattes:  920-588-7596  Email: Joanne.Mattes@NorthdaleLutheran.org
Bethany Schwartz:  920-222-9279  Email: Bethany.Schwartz@NorthdaleLutheran.org

17

mailto:pastorofpeace@hotmail.com
mailto:pastorseifert@LivingHopeWELS.com


This Week:
Monday (9/28): 6:30pm - Membership Leadership Team
Sunday (10/4): 8:00 & 10:30am - Worship

9:25am – Adult Bible Study

Serving Today
Music: Dane Mattes
Ushers:        
Acolyte:  10:30—Emily Mosakowski
Elder:  David Mosakowski

Serving Next Week
Music: 8:00 - Rachel Wilson
           10:30 - Nick Koren
Ushers:         
Acolyte:  10:30—Noah Raines
Elder:  David Mosakowski  

Attendance Last Week
8:00 a.m.— 21

10:30 a.m.— 32
Total:  53

Yearly Average: 95
% of Members in Worship: 39%

2020-2021 Year to Date Actuals Through July 31
Total Income (Church and School):  $31,794.66 
Total Expenses (Church and School):  $45,594.60 
Ahead of (Short) Year to Date:  ($13,799.94)
Building Our Faith ~ Family ~ Future
Total Gifts Pledged to the Project:  $370,000.00
Received Last Week:  $218.00
Total received to date:  $366,035.42
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Kids Page
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