
 

 NORTHDALE LUTHERAN CHURCH
TAMPA, FL

DECEMBER 24, 2019
6:30 P.M. CANDLELIGHT SERVICE



Welcome to Northdale Lutheran!  We are so glad you are joining us to proclaim what 
God has done and to sing his praises.  Here the Lord also comes to us and strengthens 
us with his mighty Word.  Take a moment to meet and greet those around you!  Also:

✤ Restrooms are in the entrance and through the nursery hallway.  
✤ Help us be more welcoming by signing the guest registers in each row.
✤ To help keep the sanctuary as a quiet place of worship and meditation and for 

your convenience, a Quiet Room is available for the whole service for young 
children in the back of the sanctuary.  Please make use of this room if your 
child becomes loud in worship.  Please do not leave children unattended in 
the Quiet Room.  We ask that at least one adult be present while children 
are in this room.

✤ Everything you need for worship will be printed in the worship folder.  

WORSHIP THEME
Christmas is not about a sentimental, warm, and fuzzy kind of love—although these 
ways that we show love to each other, especially in families, are certainly important. But 
the heart of Christmas is about God’s redeeming love—God’s rescue plan for a humanity 
alienated from him despite all claims of reform, goodness, or morality. The life, death, 
and resurrection of his Son has solved the problem. By trusting what Jesus has done for 
us, heaven awaits us and we live life this side of heaven in loyal thanks for rescue.
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Northdale Lutheran Church and School
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“WE GROW IN GOD’S WORD SO THAT WE CAN GO WITH GOD’S WORD”

CHRISTMAS EVE 
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE



CALL TO WORSHIP

OPENING HYMN:  CW #55, “OH, COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL”  

PLEASE STAND
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INVITATION TO WORSHIP
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

DIALOGUE OF PRAISE
M: Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord, let us shout aloud to the Rock of our 

salvation.
C: O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth. You have set 

your glory above the Heavens.
M: Give thanks to the Lord of lords, to him who alone does great wonders, who by 

his understanding made the heavens, who spread out the earth upon the waters, 
who made the great lights – the sun, to govern the day, the moon and stars to 
govern the night.

C: Great is the Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit.
M: But our iniquities have separated us from our God; our sins have hidden his face 

from us, so that he will not hear. We look for light, but all is darkness; for 
brightness, but we walk in deep shadows. We look for deliverance, but it is far 
away.

C: For our offenses are many in his sight, and our sins testify against us. Our 
offenses are ever with us, and we acknowledge our sins.

M: The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. He 
will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; he does not treat us 
as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities.

C: From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the Lord 
is to be praised.

M: Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.

C: Let the name of the Lord be praised forever and ever. Alleluia!
M: O loving God, you once caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the 

true Light.  May the words of Scripture we hear tonight remind us again that the 
old story is ever so new. May the carols we sing tonight reveal to us again the 
mystery of his birth. May the candles we see tonight symbolize for us your Son 
as the Light of the world.  May all who have known that Light on earth come to 
the full measure of its joys in heaven. 

C: Help us, O Lord, in our worship this night. Amen.
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SONG OF RESPONSE
M: In the peace of God, let us sing praise to the Lord!
C: Sing CW #63, “Angels We Have Heard on High”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.  Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of 

the true light.  Grant that as we have known on earth the wonder of that light, we 
may also behold him in all his glory in the life to come; through your only Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  

C: Amen (spoken)

BE SEATED

                                     THE WORD OF GOD

THE FIRST LESSON:  ISAIAH 9:2-7
Isaiah shares beautiful words of comfort for God’s people.  The darkness of sin will be scattered 

and the light of salvation will dawn.  We celebrate tonight that God accomplished this in Jesus our 
Savior.

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.

3You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy;
they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest,
as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder.

4For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 
you have shattered the yoke that burdens them,

the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor.

5Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood
will be destined for burning,
will be fuel for the fire.

6For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.
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7Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.
He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom,

establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever.

The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.

HYMN:  CW #50,  “ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY” 
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THE SECOND LESSON:  TITUS 2:11-14

In the Christ-child, God revealed his grace to all people and changed our eternal destiny.  

For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 12It 
teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13while we wait for the 
blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify 
for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.

HYMN:  CWS #707,  “PEACE CAME TO EARTH”
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PLEASE STAND

THE GOSPEL LESSON:  LUKE 2:1-20
The Savior has come and his light shines brightly in the darkness.

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be 
taken of the entire Roman world. 2(This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3And everyone went to their own town to 
register.

4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him 
and was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for the baby to 
be born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths 
and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.

8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 
their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.”

13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 

one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 
the Lord has told us about.”

16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying 
in the manger. 17When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told.

BE SEATED
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HYMN:  CW #61,  “HARK!  THE HERALD ANGELS SING”
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SERMON TEXT:  JOHN 3:16-18

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 
stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s 
one and only Son.

SERMON THEME:

God Loves You!

OFFERING
Please sign the Friendship Register in each of the rows and pass it to those sitting next to 
you.

Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  (Luke 12:34)  The 
members of Northdale Lutheran joyfully give our offerings to the LORD in response to His 
Word and in thanks for the many ways he has blessed us.  We have joined together as a 
congregation to use these offerings to do the Lord’s work in this community and around the 
world through the work of our Synod.  Your gifts moved by the Holy Spirit out love for God 
and his blessings are welcome.

Online giving is now set up and available through our membership software entitled Breeze. 
You can give through Breeze two ways:   1)   You can give by texting “Give” to    (813) 
652-0408.  2). You can go to https://northdale.breezechms.com/give/online.  You can certainly 
ask if you have any questions.

PLEASE STAND
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CHRISTMAS PRAYER

M: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 
promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. 

C: On this holy night, receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and 
prayers. 

M: You sent Jesus as a lowly child to demonstrate your concern for all, the weak and 
lonely, the troubled and frightened, the timid and helpless. No one is overlooked 
by your ever- seeking eyes. No one is excluded from your upholding arms. No 
one is denied the comfort and help of your outstretched 
hand. 

C: Bless us with a childlike faith in the divine assurance 
that you love and care for us always. 

M: You sent Jesus as the Savior of the world to deliver all from 
the curse of sin, the power of death, and the torment of 
hell. He took our place. He was born under the law to set 
us free. He became the innocent lamb of sacrifice. He 
came to die and rise again in order that we might live 
eternally. Firmly implant this good news in our hearts, and 
fill us with an eager desire to spread the Word concerning 
what we have heard tonight. 

C: May all who hear the message, in every nation under 
heaven, be amazed and believe what is told them 
about the child. 

M: You sent Jesus as the Light of the world to drive out all 
darkness that would rob us of the full life that you intend for 
us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May 
the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our 
peace. May the treasure that Mary pondered in her heart 
be our treasure. 

C: For today in the town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, 
the Lord.

 M: Hear us, O Lord, as we join to sing the prayer our Redeemer taught us to pray:
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THE LORD'S PRAYER  
Tune: Away in a Manger

Our Father in heaven, all praise to your name!
Your kingdom among us, your will done the same
By mortals and angels. Come, Lord, reign alone;
Oh, hear us and bless us from heaven’s high throne.

The bread that we yearn for provide us each day;
As we forgive others, our sins take away;
In times of temptation, to lead us be near;
From evil deliver your children most dear.

For yours is the kingdom; o’er all things you reign.
And your is the power; all things you maintain.
To you be the glory, resounding again
From all of creation, forever! Amen.

BE SEATED

THE CANDLELIGHTING CEREMONY
(The minister will light his candle from the Christ candle.  He will give light to the 

ushers, who in turn will give light to the first worshiper in each pew, who will then pass it 
on to the others.  Please do not tip the lighted candle, but always hold it upright when 
giving light to another. )

(After all the candles have been lit, we join in the responsive reading.)

M:  “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in 
the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.”

C:  Jesus is the Light of the World.  Whoever follows him will never walk 
in darkness, but will have the light of life.

M:  Jesus came into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in him 
will stay in darkness.

C:  The true light that gives light to every man has come into the world.
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M:  Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  I do not give 
to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not 
be afraid.(John 14:27)”

C:  “I have told you these things so that in me you may have peace.  In 
this world you will have trouble. But take heart!  I have overcome the 
world! (John 16:33)”

HYMN: CW #60 “SILENT NIGHT! HOLY NIGHT!”
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PRAYER
M: When all was still and it was midnight, your eternal Word, O Lord, descended 

from the almighty throne to dwell among us.  May we receive him in the peace of 
forgiven hearts and proclaim your gracious good will to all people on earth for 
you are the God with us, Emanuel, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
M: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C:   Amen. (Spoken)

(THE CANDLES MAY BE BLOWN OUT AS THE LIGHTS ARE TURNED ON FOR THE CLOSING HYMN.)
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CLOSING HYMN,  CW #62 “JOY TO THE WORLD”

God’s blessings as you leave his house of worship tonight, rejoicing in what a 
great and awesome Savior we have in Jesus Christ.  May the peace which he 
alone can bring between God and man guard and keep you throughout this 
season and the whole year through.  Christ is born!  Merry Christmas!

�16



THE SEASON OF CHRISTMAS

For over two thousand years the Christian world has marked the passing of time from 
the year of Jesus birth.  Recognizing his coming into the world as the central event in the 
story of humankind, Christians count the years before his birth as B.C. (Before Christ) 
and the years after his birth as A.D. (Anno Domini, the Year of our Lord.)
An event so important wasn’t just celebrated for a day or two.  Early Christians would 
celebrate Christmas for twelve days.  (You are perhaps familiar with the song The 
Twelve Days of Christmas).  Our celebration of Christ’s birth will follow that ancient 
pattern.  Here are other opportunities to worship in this Christmas season:
Wednesday, December 25 at 10:00 a.m.—The Festival of the Nativity—In a celebratory 
service, we gather on Christmas day to celebrate Christ’s birth with a service of lessons 
and carols.
Sunday, December 29 at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.—We gather to thank God for the year that 
has gone by and to ask for his blessings on the year before us.  We give praise to God 
that in all things we know that he cares for us.

Please join us for any or all of these worship opportunities!
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Called Staff
Pastor Charlie Vannieuwenhoven:  813-787-4854
Principal Dane Mattes:  920-588-7599
Aimee Hardman:  813-464-5113
Christopher Haring:  517-202-7283
Joanne Mattes:  920-588-7596
Bethany Schwartz:  920-222-9279
Amy Vannieuwenhoven:  813-787-5025

Serving Today
Music:  Dane Mattes

Ushers:  Dave and Barb Hartwig
Elder:  David Mosakowski
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