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“WE GRow IN GoD’s WORD SO THAT WE CAN Go WITH Gob’s WORD”

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF
ADVENT

Welcome to Northdale Lutheran! We are so glad you are joining us to proclaim what
God has done and to sing his praises. Here the Lord also comes to us and strengthens
us with his mighty Word. Take a moment to meet and greet those around you! Also:

% Restrooms are in the entrance and through the nursery hallway.

% Help us be more welcoming by signing the guest registers in each row.

% To help keep the sanctuary as a quiet place of worship and meditation and for
your convenience, a Quiet Room is available for the whole service for young
children in the back of the sanctuary. Please make use of this room if your
child becomes loud in worship. Please do not leave children unattended in
the Quiet Room. We ask that at least one adult be present while children
are in this room.

< Everything you need for worship will be printed in the worship folder.

WORSHIP THEME

Humans are hardwired by God to need fellowship, not just with him, but with one
another. So, God is determined to bring believers into a loving, nurturing community —
the Church. Perhaps you have been a part of this Christian family for a long time.
Perhaps you once belonged to a church, but for whatever reason drifted away. Perhaps
you have never belonged to a church. Whatever may be the case for you, may God
bless you as you listen to his Word today. May he help us all to realize that this Christian
community —this spiritual home—is something we badly need. Welcome home!




CALL TO WORSHIP

OPENING HYMN, CWS #703, “My SouL IN STILLNESS WAITS”
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you. Come, light the hearts of all in dark and sha-dow.
Word. Come, make us whole, be com-fort to our hearts.
you, Our hope re - born in dy-ing and in ris-ing.
main. O - pen to us the path-way of your peace.

This Advent hymn, based on the ancient “O” antiphons, calls to mind the Old Testament titles of our
Savior and the longing of God’s people for the Savior to come.

Text: O Antiphons, adapted. © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Tune: MY SOUL IN STILLNESS WAITS (11 10 11 and Refrain) Marty Haugen, b. 1950 © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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PLEASE STAND

INVOCATION

(The name of the triune God reminds worshipers of their baptisms.)

M:
C:

In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS

M:

Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded baptism when he said: “Go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.” All of us are born into this world with a deep need
for baptism. From our parents we inherit a sinful nature; we are without true
fear of God and true faith in God and are condemned to eternal death. But
Jesus took away our sin by giving his life on the cross. At our baptism he
clothes us with the robe of his righteousness and gives us a new life. Our
sinful nature need not control us any longer. We recall what baptism means
for our daily lives as we speak these words:

Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be drowned by daily
sorrow and repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to
death. It also means that a new person should daily arise to live before
God in righteousness and purity forever.

As baptized children of God we confess our sins:

Holy and merciful Father, | confess that | am by nature sinful, and that |
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. | have done
what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this | deserve your
punishment both now and in eternity. But | am truly sorry for my sins,
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, | pray: Lord, have mercy on me,
a sinner.

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only
Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of
Christ and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

8:00— THE SERVICE WILL CONTINUE ON PAGE 6.

10:30 THE CONGREGATION MAY BE SEATED. THE SERVICE WILL CONTINUE AT THE BAPTISMAL FONT
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

10:30 A.M. SERVICE

The Baptism of Cheryl Delaripa, Ulisa Juarez, and Jonathan Gonzalez

PLEASE STAND

EXHORTATION

M:

Brothers and sisters in Christ:

Our Lord commands that we teach his precious truths to all who are baptized.
Christian love therefore urges all of us, especially parents and sponsors, to
assist in whatever manner possible so that your servant(s) may remain a
child of God until death. If you are willing to carry out this responsibility, then
answer: Yes, as God gives me strength.

Yes, as God gives me strength.
Let us pray:

Merciful Father in heaven, we thank you for the blessing of baptism by which
you offer and grant the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Help us to
regard our baptism as the robe of righteousness we are to wear all the days
of our life. Look with special favor on your servant(s) and grant them a rich
measure of your Spirit that he may grow in faith and godly living. Make us
willing to carry out our responsibilities to those who have been baptized, so
that all of us may finally come to the blessed joys of heaven, through Jesus
our Lord.

Amen.



PRAISE AND PRAYER

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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you reign, O Christ, for - ev - er, for you are Lord a - lone!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:

Let us pray.

O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the family of believers with your never-failing
mercy. Bind us together with the bond of your love. Help us avoid whatever
is wicked and harmful, and guide us in the way that leads to our salvation; for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.

Amen



BE SEATED

THE WORD OF GOD

THE FIRST LESSON: ECCLESIASTES 4:7-12

Scripture says that people are not wired to be rugged individuals. God created us to need
one another. Two are better than one. Even better is having Christ as the third strand
within a relationship. He provides the love and grace that keeps that bond strong.

Again | saw something meaningless under the sun:

8 There was a man all alone;
he had neither son nor brother.
There was no end to his toil,
yet his eyes were not content with his wealth.
“For whom am | toiling,” he asked,
“and why am | depriving myself of enjoyment?”
This too is meaningless—
a miserable business!
9 Two are better than one,
because they have a good return for their labor:
10 [f either of them falls down,
one can help the other up.
But pity anyone who falls
and has no one to help them up.
1 Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm.
But how can one keep warm alone?
12 Though one may be overpowered,
two can defend themselves.
A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.



THE PSALM OF THE DAY: PsALM 133

How good and pleasant it is

when God’s people live together in unity!

It is like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard,
running down on Aaron’s beard, down on the collar of his robe.
It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion.

For there the Lord bestows his blessing, even life forevermore.

THE SECOND LESSON: HEBREWS 2:9-18

Jesus became our brother so that by his suffering, death and resurrection he might
unite us to himself and knit us together into a spiritual family

But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the angels for a little while,
now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the

grace of God he might taste death for everyone.

10 |In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for
whom and through whom everything exists, should make the pioneer of their
salvation perfect through what he suffered. 11 Both the one who makes people
holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not

ashamed to call them brothers and sisters. 12 He says,

“I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters; in the assembly | will sing

your praises.”
13 And again, “I will put my trust in him.”

And again he says, “Here am |, and the children God has given me.”

14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so
that by his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—
that is, the devil— 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their
fear of death. 6 For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s
descendants. 17 For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every
way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to
God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 8 Because he
himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being

tempted.



PLEASE STAND

THE GOSPEL LESSON: MATTHEW 11:25-30

Jesus wants us in his family so that he might give us rest and peace.

At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed
them to little children. 26Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do.

27 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to
whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest.
29Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls. 3°For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

M: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

BE SEATED
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SERMON HYMN, CW #14, “ARISE, O CHRISTIAN PEOPLE”
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Text:  Valentin Thilo, 1607-62, alt.; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 180674, st. 1-3, alt.; The Lutheran Hymnal, St. Louis,

1941, st. 4, alt.
Tune: AUS MEINES HERZENS GRUNDE (76 76 67 76) New Catechismus Gesangbiichlein, Hamburg, 1598, alt.
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SERMON TEXT: HEBREWS 2:9-18

SERMON THEME:

Welcome Home!




THANKSGIVING

PLEASE STAND
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BE SEATED
OFFERING

Please sign the Friendship Register in each of the pews and pass it to those sitting next to
you.

Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Luke 12:34) The
members of Northdale Lutheran joyfully give our offerings to the LORD in response to His
Word and in thanks for the many ways he has blessed us. We have joined together as a
congregation to use these offerings to do the Lord’s work in this community and around the
world through the work of our Synod. Your gifts moved by the Holy Spirit out love for God and
his blessings are welcome.

Online giving is now set up and available through our membership software entitled Breeze.
You can give through Breeze two ways: 1) You can give by texting “Give” to (813) 652-0408.
2). You can go to https://northdale.breezechms.com/give/online. You can certainly ask if you
have any questions.

PLEASE STAND
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ADULT CONFIRMATION (70:30 A.M. SERVICE)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M:

C:

o

o

O God, Shepherd of Israel, through all the long years of promise you led your
people, nourishing and sustaining them with the hope of deliverance.

Grant us also patient faith in your precious promises that we may
rejoice in your salvation and give you thanks.

O Father, we your children bring our prayers and petitions with thanksgiving.
According to the necessities of each of us, send such deliverance as will
renew us in body and spirit.

Forgive our sins and blot out all our iniquities.

Let your Holy Spirit descend upon us that our faith may not fail in that day
when our Lord will come again to bring to light the hidden things of darkness
and make known the thoughts of the heart.

Bless all who are gathered here this day in the fellowship of faith.

Be with those of our number who are sick or under any affliction of body,
mind or spirit.

Comfort them that they may, through their trials, learn of your gracious
power and readiness to help in every time of need.

Special prayers of thanksgiving or intercession may be spoken here

Finally, endow us all with your special graces, that we may daily show forth
the light of your Name as the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord.

All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we ask in his
name. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

All:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
forever. Amen.
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Northdale Lutheran practices Close Communion. We ask that only
members of Northdale Lutheran or another WELS/ELS congregation
partake of the sacrament today. If you have questions about becoming

a member to partake of the sacrament, please speak to pastor after

worship.

PREFACE

(The words of the Preface mark the beginning of the Sacrament section of the service and lift the
worshipers’ hearts in praise. The opening sentences are among the oldest in the Christian liturgy.)

M: The Lord be with you.
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C: And al - so with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.
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C: We lift them up wun - to the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
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C:

It is good and right so to do.

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called people
to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the
sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven,
we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take
and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from
it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of

me.”
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
n
AT
o —
C: A - men.
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O  Christ, Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world;
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BE SEATED
DISTRIBUTION

(The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ
and with one another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.)

GUESTS: SO THAT THERE IS NO MISUNDERSTANDING, WE ASK THAT YOU PLEASE SPEAK WITH
THE PASTOR BEFORE COMMUNING WITH US.

MEMBERS: WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO USE “PERSONAL PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION”
ON PAGE 156 IN THE FRONT OF THE HYMNAL.



DISTRIBUTION HYMN, CW #19, “O LORD, HOwW SHALL | MEET You”
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down to me.  Your thirst for my sal - va - tion
deep - est gloom, Who  mourn o’er joys de - part - ed
souls dis - tress; Your guilt the Lord will par - don
to his foes, A light of con - so - la - tions,
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My Hope, my heart’s De - light. O Je - sus, let your
Pro -cured my lib - er - ty. Oh, love be - yond all
And trem - ble at your doom. De - spair not; he is
And cov - er by his grace. He comes, for you pro -
And bless - ed hope to  those Who love the Lord’s ap -
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Word be A lamp to light my way, To show me
tell - ing That led you to em - brace In love, all
near you, He’s stand-ing at the door Who  best can
cur - ing The peace of sin for - giv’n, His chil - dren
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how to please you, To guide me ev - ’ry day.
love ex - cel - ling, Our lost and fall - en race!
help and cheer you And bids you weep no more.
thus se - cur - ing A her - i - tage in  heav’n.
beams most cheer - ing, And guide us safe - ly home.

Text:

Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76, abr.; tr. composite.

Tune: VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN (76 76 D) Melchior Teschner, 15841635, alt.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN, CW #20, “WHEN ALL THE WORLD WAS CURSED”
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fied of him Whom proph - ets had fore - told.
peace and joy Will full a - tone - ment win.
live  with him In his e - ter - nal day.
Text: Johann G. Olearius, 16351711, abr.; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 18831965, alt.

Tune: WAS FRAG ICH NACH DER WELT (67 67 66 66) Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629-1701, alt.

PLEASE STAND
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SONG OF SIMEON
NUNC DIMITTUS
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O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
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C: And his mercy endures for -ev - er.

FINAL PRAYER

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent
your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have
given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not
forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we
willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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C: A - men
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BLESSING

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace
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C: A-men. A-men. A - men

AaIN\
BE SEATED él_; WE LS

Christ's Love, Our Calling.

Copies of today’s sermon and last week’s sermon can be found on

the table in the narthex on the way out of church. You can also find them on our website at
www.northdalelutheran.org. In addition, all of our services are live streamed & can be
viewed through the live streaming link located on our church website. We also e-mail out daily
devotions. If you would like to receive these daily devotions, please e-mail Pastor Vann at
pastor@northdalelutheran.org and let him know. You can also become a friend on Facebook.

Announcements:

Baptisms and Confirmations This Morning: We celebrate with Joe and Mary Picone as their
newborn son, Rory, is baptized after our 8:00 a.m. service. We also celebrate with Cheryl
Delaripa, Ulisa Juarez and Jonathan Gonzalez who were baptized in the 10:30 a.m service. We
pray for God’s blessings on all these his children!

Sunday Morning Bible Study: We continue our Bible Study on the Four Gospels (Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John) in our Sunday Morning Bible Study. This class takes a look at the life of
Jesus in a chronological order. It is a great way to become more acquainted with your Savior
Jesus and know all that he did to live as your substitute here on this earth. It is through the study
of God’s Word that we remain connected to our Savior and grow in our faith and godly living. .
We hope to see you on Sunday morning.

MLT is Seeking Nominations for Treasurer: Due to work responsibilities and time constraints,
our current Treasurer, Erik Ashley, had to step down from this position. The Ministry Leadership
Team is currently seeking nominations for men who are qualified and willing to serve in this
position. If you would like to nominate someone or have questions about the position, please
speak to our congregational Chairman, Jeff Berg, or to Pastor Vann. We thank Erik for his work
during the time he served our congregation. We are greatly appreciative of his work and time.

Congregational Meeting Called: The Ministry Leadership Team is calling a special
congregational meeting for Sunday, December 22 after the second service. There will be two
main items on the agenda for this meeting. At the last congregational meeting, a name change
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for our school was recommended. After many meetings and much discussion, the MLT approved
a recommendation from the School Marketing Team and School Ministry Board to recommend a
name change to the voters. The name they are recommending is: Northdale Christian Academy.
Approving this name change will allow our School Marketing Team to continue their plans to
create a new school website. The second item on the agenda is a recommendation to gift to
Pastor and Amy Vann the downpayment loan on their house which they were given when they
moved here in lieu of housing allowance that wasn’t paid to Amy over the last 5 years which
should have been. Jeff Berg will share more details about both of these items prior to the
meeting on the 22nd. Please plan to be present for this meeting.

Annual Christmas Dinner/White Elephant Gift Auction: Our annual Christmas Dinner/White

Elephant gift auction will be held today after our second service. This is an annual gathering that
is a blast. We ask each person to bring a gift to auction off and all of the proceeds help to fund
our Women of Northdale who take care of the paraments and the decorations in our church.
There will be a potluck dinner served that day. We will have a sign up sheet in the entryway if
you are planning to attend, just so we know we have a variety of foods available. Set your
calendars and plan to attend this great fun activity.

Christmas Worship Schedule: It is time to once again be thinking about our Christmas worship
of our Lord and King. What joyous days of celebration these are for God’s people as we ponder
God’s love in the miracle of Jesus becoming flesh. We invite you and any guests you might want
to invite and/or bring to join us for each of these special opportunities to gather before God and
worship him for his goodness in sending Jesus to be our Savior. Our Christmas Worship is as
follows:
Christmas Eve Worship: Tuesday, December 24

4:00 p.m. Children’s Service

6:30 p.m. Candlelight Service
Christmas Day Festival Service: Wednesday, December 25 10:00 a.m.

Called Staff
Pastor Charlie Vannieuwenhoven: 813-787-4854

Principal Dane Mattes: 920-588-7599
Aimee Hardman: 813-464-5113
Christopher Haring: 517-202-7283
Joanne Mattes: 920-588-7596
Bethany Schwartz: 920-222-9279
Amy Vannieuwenhoven: 813-787-5025
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This Week:

Monday (12/16): 6:30pm -Elders Meeting
7:30pm - Worship Team

Wednesday (12/18): 6:30pm - Catechism

Sunday (12/22): 8:00 & 10:30am - Worship
9:25am — Adult Bible Study

Serving Today Serving Next Week
Music: Dane Mattes Music: 8:00-Rachel Wilson
Ushers: 8:00—Brian Busch 10:30—Aiden Berg
10:30 —Joe Picone & Kim Schacker Ushers: 8:00—Mike Laurin
Acolyte: 8:00—Julia Busch 10:30 —Chris Teeples & Ryan Cunill
10:30—Micah Vannieuwenhoven Acolyte: 8:00—Mateo Amaya
Elder: David Mosakowski 10:30—Carolyn Mattes

Elder: David Mosakowski

Attendance Last Week
8:00 a.m.—33
10:30 a.m.—73
Total: 106
Yearly Average: 103
% of Members in Worship: 42%
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Financial Information

Contributions for 12/8: $2,614.00

Online Contributions through 12/8: $2,264.38
Contributions budgeted per week: $4,423.08
Contributions budgeted to date: $101,730.84
Contributions received to date: $103,903.23
Ahead or (Short) through 12/8/19: $2,172.39

Building Our Faith ~ Family ~ Future

Total Gifts Pledged to the Project: $370,000.00
Received Last Week: 430

Total received to date: $329,406.72

Projected Completion date: March 2020
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	“We Grow in God’s Word so that we can Go with God’s Word”
	THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
	Welcome to Northdale Lutheran!  We are so glad you are joining us to proclaim what God has done and to sing his praises.  Here the Lord also comes to us and strengthens us with his mighty  Word.  Take a moment to meet and greet those around you!  Also:
	Restrooms are in the entrance and through the nursery hallway.
	Help us be more welcoming by signing the guest registers in each row.
	To help keep the sanctuary as a quiet place of worship and meditation and for your convenience, a Quiet Room is available for the whole service for young children in the back of the sanctuary.  Please make use of this room if your child becomes loud in worship.  Please do not leave children unattended in the Quiet Room.  We ask that at least one adult be present while children are in this room.
	Everything you need for worship will be printed in the worship folder.
	WORSHIP THEME

	Humans are hardwired by God to need fellowship, not just with him, but with one another. So, God is determined to bring believers into a loving, nurturing community—the Church.  Perhaps you have been a part of this Christian family for a long time. Perhaps you once belonged to a church, but for whatever reason drifted away. Perhaps you have never belonged to a church. Whatever may be the case for you, may God bless you as you listen to his Word today. May he help us all to realize that this Christian community—this spiritual home—is something we badly need. Welcome home!
	CALL TO WORSHIP
	Opening Hymn, CWS #703, “My Soul in Stillness Waits”
	Please stand
	INVOCATION
	CONFESSION OF SINS
	8:00—The service will continue on page 6.
	10:30 The congregation may be seated.  The service will continue at the Baptismal Font

	SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
	10:30 a.m. Service

	The Baptism of Cheryl Delaripa, Ulisa Juarez, and Jonathan Gonzalez
	Please Stand
	EXHORTATION

	Praise and Prayer
	Prayer of the Day
	Be Seated
	The Word of God
	The First Lesson: Ecclesiastes 4:7-12

	Scripture says that people are not wired to be rugged individuals. God created us to need  one another. Two are better than one. Even better is having Christ as the third strand  within a relationship. He provides the love and grace that keeps that bond strong.
	Again I saw something meaningless under the sun:
	8 There was a man all alone;
	he had neither son nor brother.
	There was no end to his toil,
	yet his eyes were not content with his wealth.
	“For whom am I toiling,” he asked,
	“and why am I depriving myself of enjoyment?”
	This too is meaningless—
	a miserable business!
	9 Two are better than one,
	because they have a good return for their labor:
	10 If either of them falls down,
	one can help the other up.
	But pity anyone who falls
	and has no one to help them up.
	11 Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm.
	But how can one keep warm alone?
	12 Though one may be overpowered,
	two can defend themselves.
	A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.
	The Psalm of the Day:  Psalm 133

	M: How good and pleasant it is
	C: when God’s people live together in unity!
	M: It is like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard,
	C: running down on Aaron’s beard, down on the collar of his robe.
	M: It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion.
	C: For there the Lord bestows his blessing, even life forevermore.
	The Second Lesson: Hebrews 2:9-18

	Jesus became our brother so that by his suffering, death and resurrection he might  unite us to himself and knit us together into a spiritual family
	But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the angels for a little while, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.
	10 In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through what he suffered. 11 Both the one who makes people holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters. 12 He says,
	“I will declare your name  to my brothers and sisters; in the assembly I will sing your praises.”
	13 And again, “I will put my trust in him.”
	And again he says, “Here am I, and the children God has given me.”
	14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16 For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17 For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.
	Please Stand
	The Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 11:25-30

	At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. 26Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do.
	27 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
	28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
	NICENE CREED
	Be Seated
	Sermon Hymn,  CW #14,  “Arise, O Christian People”
	Sermon Text:  Hebrews 2:9-18
	Sermon Theme:
	Thanksgiving
	Please Stand
	Be seated
	Offering

	Please sign the Friendship Register in each of the pews and pass it to those sitting next to you.
	Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  (Luke 12:34)  The members of Northdale Lutheran joyfully give our offerings to the LORD in response to His Word and in thanks for the many ways he has blessed us.  We have joined together as a congregation to use these offerings to do the Lord’s work in this community and around the world through the work of our Synod.Your gifts moved by the Holy Spirit out love for God and his blessings are welcome.
	Online giving is now set up and available through our membership software entitled Breeze. You can give through Breeze two ways: 1) You can give by texting “Give” to (813) 652-0408.  2). You can go to https://northdale.breezechms.com/give/online.  You can certainly ask if you have any questions.
	Please Stand
	Adult Confirmation (10:30 a.m. service)
	Prayer of the Church

	M: O God, Shepherd of Israel, through all the long years of promise you led your people, nourishing and sustaining them with the hope of deliverance.
	C: Grant us also patient faith in your precious promises that we may rejoice in your salvation and give you thanks.
	M: O Father, we your children bring our prayers and petitions with thanksgiving.  According to the necessities of each of us, send such deliverance as  will renew us in body and spirit.
	C: Forgive our sins and blot out all our iniquities.
	M: Let your Holy Spirit descend upon us that our faith may not fail in that day when our Lord will come again to bring to light the hidden things of darkness and make known the thoughts of the heart.
	C: Bless all who are gathered here this day in the fellowship of faith.
	M: Be with those of our number who are sick or under any affliction of body, mind or spirit.
	C: Comfort them that they may, through their trials, learn of your gracious power and readiness to help in every time of need.
	Special prayers of thanksgiving or intercession may be spoken here
	M: Finally, endow us all with your special graces, that we may daily show forth the light of your Name as the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord.
	C: All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we ask in his name.  Amen.
	Lord’s Prayer

	The Sacrament of Holy Communion
	PREFACE
	WORDS OF INSTITUTION
	Be Seated
	DISTRIBUTION
	Guests: So that there is no misunderstanding, we ask that you please speak with the pastor before communing with us.
	Members: We encourage you to use “Personal Preparation for Holy Communion” on page 156 in the front of the hymnal.
	Distribution Hymn, CW #19, “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”
	Distribution Hymn, CW #20, “When All the World was Cursed”
	Please Stand
	SONG OF SIMEON
	Nunc Dimittus
	Final Prayer
	Blessing
	Be Seated

	Copies of today’s sermon and last week’s sermon can be found on the table in the narthex on the way out of church.  You can also find them on our website at www.northdalelutheran.org.  In addition, all of our services are live streamed & can be viewed through the live streaming link located on our church website.  We also e-mail out daily devotions.  If you would like to receive these daily devotions, please e-mail Pastor Vann at pastor@northdalelutheran.org and let him know. You can also become a friend on Facebook.
	Announcements:
	Annual Christmas Dinner/White Elephant Gift Auction:  Our annual Christmas Dinner/White Elephant gift auction will be held today after our second service.   This is an annual gathering that is a blast.  We ask each person to bring a gift to auction off and all of the proceeds help to fund our Women of Northdale who take care of the paraments and the decorations in our church.  There will be a potluck dinner served that day.  We will have a sign up sheet in the entryway if you are planning to attend, just so we know we have a variety of foods available.  Set your calendars and plan to attend this great fun activity.
	This Week:
	Monday (12/16): 6:30pm -Elders Meeting
	7:30pm - Worship Team
	Wednesday (12/18): 6:30pm - Catechism
	Sunday (12/22): 8:00 & 10:30am - Worship
	9:25am – Adult Bible Study
	Serving Today
	Music: Dane Mattes
	Ushers:  8:00—Brian Busch
	10:30 —Joe Picone & Kim Schacker
	Acolyte:  8:00—Julia Busch
	10:30—Micah Vannieuwenhoven
	Elder:  David Mosakowski
	Serving Next Week
	Music: 8:00-Rachel Wilson
	10:30—Aiden Berg
	Ushers:  8:00—Mike Laurin
	10:30 —Chris Teeples & Ryan Cunill
	Acolyte:  8:00—Mateo Amaya
	10:30—Carolyn Mattes
	Elder:  David Mosakowski
	Attendance Last Week
	8:00 a.m.—33
	10:30 a.m.—73
	Total:  106
	Yearly Average:  103
	% of Members in Worship:  42%
	Financial Information
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	Contributions budgeted per week:  $4,423.08
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